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EoD, 120655 RUSE: & 1/22/02 (BARRETTs RUBERT Se) Okem,
TAGSS UREP (PEKCYy CHARLES9He) LE , B ,

. SUBJECTS SERATUR: PERCY’ VISIT TO LEBANUNS CCNVERSATION wITH

CUPRIME MINISTEW - - R ‘ : .
~3e (S=ENTIRE TEAT) o ' e :

2. SUMMAKY3S DUKING A FURTY MINUTE CONVERSATION 61TH
SENATOK PEKCYs THE PRIME MIKISTER OF LEBANON EXPRESSED THE
FOLLUWING VIEwS, THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 1S BY FAR THE
MUST SERIOUS ONE FOR LESANON AND AGGRAVATES ALL OTHER
PRUBLEMSe 1T HAS ALSO PERMITTED THE ENTRY QF THE USSR ONTO
THE MIDOLE EAST SCENE. THE LESBANESE GOVERNMENT’S SUGGESTED
PLAN FUR AN URDERLY DEPARTURE UF THE SYRIAN ARAB DETERRENT
FOMCES FRUM LEBANON 1S UNFURTUNATELY STYMIED BY PULITICAL
" MANEUVEKINGS AKD LEBANON MUST CUNTINUE TO ®ORK TOWARD

YHE KEMUVAL OF THE PRETEXTS WHICH SYRIAN USES TU JUSTIFY

THE CUNTINUED PRESENCE OF ITs FORCES IN THE CUUNTRY,

USG CUNTACT wITH THE PLU wOULD BE A GUUD THING AND wOULD o .
SHORTEN THE KUAD TO PEACE IN THE REGION, THERE 1S A ’ : E,
GREAT DESIHE AY PRESENT AMUNG THE LEBANESE FOUR NATIONAL
RECOUNCILIATIUN BUT THE LERANESE PRUBLEM IS LINKED 7O
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REGIOUNAL FROBLEMS WHICH MUST BE AULDRESSED EFFECTIVELY
AT AN EARLY DATE FOR TIME IS RUNNING OUTe END SUMMARY, .
3¢ SENATUR PEKCYs ACCUMPANIED BY AMBASSAUDUR DILLOMNy
DCM BARKETTs AND SFRC STAFFER BANNERMAN CALLED ON
LEBANESE PKIME MINISTER (PM) SHAFIU AL=wAZZAN UN .-
JANUARY 20 ANU HAD A CONVEKSATIUN LASTING FURTY MINUTES.,
4e SENATUR PERCY OPENED THE CONVERSATIUN BY SAYING THAT
MUCH RAD HAPPENED SINCE HIS LAST VISIT YO LESBANUN IN
1975« HE COMMENDED THE PM FOR HIS COURAGE AND COCPERA=
TION wilTh PRESIUENT SARKISy WHICH HE SAID ARE MUCH
APPRECIATED BY THE USGe
5, THE PM WELCOUMED THE SENATOR TO LEBANONe HE SAID
THAT HE WAS ALWAYS HAPPY TO SEE PROMINENT OFFICIALS
VISIT THE AREAS SO THEY COULD SEE THE SITUATIUN FIRSY
'HAND AND GET CURRECT INFORMATIUN WHICH MIGHT RESULT IN
NEw JUEAS ANDL PUSSIBLE SOLUTIUNS TO SOME. OF THE REGION’S
_ PROBLEMS,THE ARRIVAL OF SENATOR PERCY wAS THEREFORE
A REASON FUR UPTIMISM, AL=~WAZZAN CCNCLUDED HIS OPENING
REMARKS BY SAYING THAT THERE wAS NO NEED FOR MIM TO o
REPEAT wMAT HE HAD SAID TO CTHEK AMERICANS RECENTLYs AS
HIS VIEWS ARE wELL=KNOWN ANC RESUMABLY CONTAINED IN
" THE EMBASSY'’S REPORTS AND HE DID NOT WANT TO SOUND LI1KE -
A PHONUGRAPH RECURD.
6o SENATOR PEKCY SAID THAT H& AppRtCIATED THE pPMes
RETICENCE BUT THAT IT wOULD STILL BE USEFUL FOR HIM TU
HEAR IN THE .PM’S OWN WORDS «HAT HIS BIGGEST CUNCENNS AREsy .
MHAT KEEPS HINM AWAKE AT NIGHTy AND wHAT HE THUUGHT -THE
USG COULD DU TU HELP LEBANUN ON THESE 1SSUES.
To THE PM HEPLIED THAT THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM WAS. THE
PRIMURDIAL PROBLEM FOR LEBANONe IT ®ua$S 30 YEARS OLD
AND LIKE A S1CKNESS wAS SPREADING THROUGH rna HEGION,
IF 17T MAL BEEN PROPERLY DEALT WITH IN
Man HKUNGTU#) HAVE ARISEN, THE PALESe
TINJAN HBRUBLEmM HAD ALSO UPENED THE DOOR FOR THE ENTRY OF
THE SOUVIET UNION INTO THE MIODLE EAST. LEBANON HAS ITS
PRUBLEMS JUST LIKE ANY UTHER COUNTRYs BUT THEY ARE
SERJUUSLY AGGRAVATED BY THE PALESTINIAN ISSUECIF THE
USG CUULD HELP KRESOLVE THIS PRUBLEMs THERE wWOULD BE
A RELAXATION UF TENSIONS THRUUGHUOUY THE KEGIONy A RETURN
TO NURMALCYs AND & RESURGENCE OF FRIENDSHIP wITH THE
WESTs FIRSY OF ALL WITH THE UeSes THE GREAT DEFENDEK OF
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L1BERTY AND DEMUCRACY IN THE WORLD _ '

8 OTHEKS OF H15 CONCERNSy CONTINUED THE PMe wERE THE

UNITY AND INTEGRITY OF LEBANON. THESE WERE THREATENED

EY THE wlISH1S UF SOME PARTIES TO IMPLANT THE PALESTINIANS

IN LEBANDON AND UF OTHERS TO DIVIDE LESBANON OR AMRUTATE 11

BY CHANGIMG 1TS FRUNYJERS. THE LEBANESE MUST FIGHT

AGAINST THESE TENDENCIES. ' o :

9., THE SENATUR THEN ASKED THE PM TO COMMENT ON THE

SYRIAN KOLE 1N LEBANONy WHETHER THERE IS A DEADLIANE

FOR THEIR DEPAKTUREPUR ANY PROGRESS ON STRENGTHENING

THE CENTRAL GUVERNMENT SO THAT THE GOVERNMENT UF LEBANON
(GOL) CUULD ASK THE SYRIANS YO LEAVE. -

EXD1S C : :

10 THE PM SAID THAT THERE HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN VALID
REASUNS FUR THE SYRIANS TO CUME INTO LEBANONe. THE

ALL=SYKR1AN ARAB DETERRENT FORCE (ADF) HAD BEEN
ACCEFTED BY THE ARAS LEAGUE AND LEBANON WEEDED 1T NOWy ,
HOWEVERy THE SYRIANS MAY HAVE OTHER AMBITIONS AND INTEREETSY
WHICH MUTIVATE "THEIR REMAINING IN LEBANONe WHAT THE )
LEBANESE AND OTHMERS MUST DO 15 TO REMOVE THE PRETEXTS

wHICH SYRIA USES TO JUSTIFY THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF

11S TRUUPS IN. LEBANON, THESE PRETEXTS HAVE TO DO wlTH

THE PALESTINIANSy THE INTERNAL SECURITY 'UF LEBANGNY

‘YHE UNITY ‘OF THE CUUNTRYy AND PEACE BETWEEN THE VARIOUS
LESBANESE FACTIONS.. WHEN THE PRUBLESS SURRUUNDING THESE
SUBJECTS ARE SULVEDs THERE wiLL BE NU MORE PRETEXT FOK.

THE SYRIAN PRESENCE. . . o -

11, AL=WAZZAN CUNTINUED THAT IN SPITE OF THE PRESENT
S1TUATIUN IN LEBANUNs THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON HAD ,
SUBMITTED A WURKING PAPER TG .THE ARAB FOLLO®=UP CUMMITTEE.
(AFC) SETTING FURTH A TIMETABLE FOR SYRIAN WITHDRAWALS :
wHICH WAS TOU FOLLOW THE ACGUISITIONM BY THE LEBAWESE

ARMED FUWNCES(LAF) OF THE MEANS AND ABILITY TU RePLACE

YHE ADFo BUT UNFORTUNATELY PULITICAL HMANEUVERINGS HAD §
PREVENTEDL THE 1MPLEMENTATIUN OR EVEN SERIOUS CONS1DERATIUN OF
THIS PLAN, THE GOL ®wOULD JUST HAVE 10 CUNTINUE CHIPPING amAy
AT THE : - o o ﬁ '
SYRIAN PRETEATS FOR STAYINGo UNFORTUNATELY THE LONGER o
JHE. PHESENY SITUATION LASTED THE MORE DIFFICULT 17 ?
wOULD BE TO DISLODGE THE SYRIANS WHU WwERE DIGGING INe \
‘120 SENATOR PERCY THEN ASKED WHAT THE UeSe CUULD DD IN_ /.
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TH1S SITUATIUN AND WHETHER UeSse CONTACT wITH THE PLO
_ WOULD BE DESIKABLE.
13, AL=wAZZAN KEPLIED THAT DIRECT USb-PLU CONTACT wOULD
SHORTEN THE KUAU TO PEACE IN THE REGIUN AND wOULD
DISCUMFIT THUSE PARTIESy SUCH AS THE USSRy WHICH
THRIVE UN THE PKESENT INSTABILITY OF THE AREA AND
DERPENGC UPUN 1T TO ADVANCE THEIR INTERESTS. USG CONTACT
wITH THE PLO wUULD ALSO LESSEN THE PRESSURE BEING
EXERTEDO UN ARAE GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE
SUPPUKRTERS UF. ]SRAELY PRIMARILY THE UeSe THE WMOULE
KEY 10 THE S1TUATIUN IS THE 1SRAEL1=PALESTINIAN WUESTION
WHICH 15 FURCING ARAB GOVERNMENTS Tu DEVOTE SU MUCH OF
.- THEIR RESOURCES TO ARMAMENT INSTEAD OF DEVELUPMENT AND THE
"AAVOIDANCE UF SUCIAL PROBLEMS, SUMETHING MUST BE OUNE SOON.

‘w'14. SENATUK PERCY’S LAST GUESTION wAS WHETHER THE PNM

L HAD RECENTLY DETECTED ANY GREATER DESIRE AMONG LEBANESE

" FOR NAT1ONAL RECONCILIATION, THE PM REPLIED THAT HE
CEFINITELY HADs . THAT BOTH CHRIST1ANS AND MUSLIMS ®ANTED
10 RECUNCILE THEIR DIFFERENCES AND JOIN TUGETHER IN
ALLEGIANCE TU THE STATEs AND THAT MIS COLLABORATION WITH
PRESIDENT SARK1S wAS A VISIBLE SYMBOL OF THIS. VHERE 1§
A GREATER OFPPUKTUNITY AT THIS TIME TO REUNITE LEBANON,
UNFORTUNATELY THE LEBANESE SITUATION IS LINKED TO THE
REGIUNAL SITUATIONs PARTICULARLY THE PALESTINIAN
PROBLEM AND uN THAT suBJEcwo'r;ME IS RUNNING, OUT,

15, TH!S MESSAGE HAS NOT BEEN SEEN 8y SENAYOR PERCY
‘OR H1S STAFF, . ] :
DILLON
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